January 3, 2009

Friday Reading

A thoughtful reading—one worth pondering—from the treatise On the Holy Spirit (excerpts of paragraphs 61,64) by Basil the Great, bishop of Caesarea.

He, who no longer “lives after the flesh,” but, being “led by the Spirit of God,” is called a son of God, being “conformed to the image of the Son of God,” is described as spiritual. And as is the power of seeing in the healthy eye, so is the operation of the Spirit in the purified soul.

Wherefore also Paul prays for the Ephesians that they may have their “eyes enlightened” by “the Spirit of wisdom.” The Holy Spirit, when He “bears witness with our spirit,” and when He “cries in our hearts, Abba, Father,” or when He speaks on our behalf, it is said, “It is not you that speak, but the Spirit of our Father which speaks in you.”

The Spirit is conceived of, in relation to the distribution of gifts, as a whole in parts.  For we all are “members one of another, having gifts differing according to the grace that is given us.”  Wherefore “the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you,” but all together complete the Body of Christ in the Unity of the Spirit, and render to one another the needful aid that comes of the gifts. “But God has set the members in the body, every one of them, as it has pleased Him.” But “the members have the same care for one another,” according to the inborn spiritual communion of their sympathy.  Wherefore, “whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.” And as parts in the whole so are we individually in the Spirit, because we all “were baptized in one body into one spirit.”

As the Father is seen in the Son, so is the Son in the Spirit.  The “worship in the Spirit” suggests the idea of the operation of our intelligence being carried on in the light, as may be learned from the words spoken to the woman of Samaria.  Deceived as she was by the customs of her country into the belief that worship was local, our Lord, with the object of giving her better instruction, said that worship ought to be offered “in Spirit and in Truth,” plainly meaning by the Truth, Himself.  As then we speak of the worship offered in the Image of God the Father as worship in the Son, so too do we speak of worship in the Spirit as showing in Himself the Godhead of the Lord.  Wherefore even in our worship the Holy Spirit is inseparable from the Father and the Son.  If one is outside the Spirit one can not worship at all; and when in the Spirit, no one will be able to sever you from God. It is impossible to behold the Image of the invisible God except by the enlightenment of the Spirit, and impracticable for him to fix his gaze on the Image to dissever the light from the Image, because the cause of vision is of necessity seen at the same time as the visible objects. Thus fitly and consistently do we behold the “Brightness of the glory” of God by means of the illumination of the Spirit, and by means of the “Express Image” we are led up to Him of whom He is the Express Image and Seal, graven to the like.

Prayers

Collect for Epiphany

O God, who by the leading of a star made manifest Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we, who know You now by faith, may after this life joyfully behold Your glorious Godhead; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For the Light of the Epiphany

O Father, who dispels the darkness of ignorance by the Light of Your Word: increase in our hearts that grace of faith, which You have given to us, so that the fire which Your grace has kindled may not be extinguished by any temptation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For His Presence in the Night

Abide with us, O faithful Father, through this night, guarding, keeping, guiding, sustaining, sanctifying, and with Your love gladdening us, that in You we may ever live and in You we may die; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Epiphany of Our Lord

(observed January 4, 2009)

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 829, “Christ the Eternal Lord”

Sermon Hymn: LSB 395, “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 839, “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” & LSB 396, “Arise and Shine in Splendor”
Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 60:1-6

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you.

3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.

5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord.

· When Isaiah first preached this Epiphany sermon, Israel was anticipating an exile in Babylonia. Why would this message be comfort and hope?

· In what ways could you be separated from hope and comfort? Why would this message be light in the midst of that kind of darkness?

Epistle, Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working of His power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the Church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in Him. 

· For whom has God’s grace in Christ been manifested?

· How will this grace reach the nations?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.”

3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ “

7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.”

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

· How was the birth of Jesus a light to the nation of Israel then?

· How is the Lord still the Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Israel?

Announcements

2009 Offering envelopes are in the Narthex

Sunday, 1/4

· LSF Bible Study on hiatus

Tuesday, 1/6

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, 1/7

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Constantinople

· 1:00 p.m., Women’s Guild Meeting
Thursday, 1/8

· 4:30 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Friday, 1/9

· 6:00 p.m., 2nd Friday Family Fellowship Night
Saturday, 1/10

· 9:00 a.m., Altar Guild to remove Christmas decorations
Sunday, 1/11, The Baptism of Our Lord

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 42:1-7, I Corinthians 1:26-31, Matthew 3:13-17)
· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

God’s Stewards. The stewardship of money is not everything, mot even that which is essential but at the same time our maturity can be measured from our relation to our money. Our Lord spoke often about our attitude toward money, and His chief theme is: What we have belongs to another (Luke 16:12). The poor widow, who gave out of her poverty, was certainly a word concerning complete surrender; she understood that everything belongs to the Lord (cf. Mark 12:40). This was the kind of attitude lacking in the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16); Jesus made it clear to him that it was not a question of fulfilling certain demands as a rationally realizable demand. What Jesus taught does not mean: “You have fulfilled almost everything; now there is but one thing to do: Sell all that you have.” His words rather imply: “You have become involved in a way of life that is completely wrong. What you lack is the totally committed steward’s attitude which comes alive in the First Commandment and, in this reliance, rejects all idols, conscious of the fact that what a man owns is not to remain with him alone, but is to go out to others through his hands. Man receives in order to give.”

Missions. Trinity is linked to Japan, where long-term missionary Cassie Frankie serves. She writes, "Every year, in Takenotsuka, there is a family concert, which is like a recital. Many church members and students participate in it. This year's family concert was a much smaller scale with about 12 people performing. Two girls from one of my kids classes attended. During the intermission, they wanted to look at the church's Bibles. I showed them one and then told them that I had free New Testaments that they could have. Both of them took one! This past week in English class, they saw the Manga Messiah, which is a comic of the book of John, and then they asked to borrow it! I gave both of them a copy to take home and read. These girls are only 11 years old, but they have an interest in God. Please pray for both of them as they read about God. Also pray that they would start coming to Sunday school. Their names are Saki and Kanae."

Hotel de Zink. Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for up to 15 people who are homeless during the month of January. Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner are needed to feed them during their stay with us. Socks & travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Please donate. The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Needed: Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Send your check to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or e-mail your donation to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

LWML Annual Morning of Prayer. Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at 650-992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

LHM-South Africa Volunteer Requests Prayers for Desperate Zimbabweans

St. Louis, MO, Dec. 22, 2008 - Royce Makonye, a volunteer working with Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM)-South Africa, has spent the last 18 months risking much to deliver hope through the Gospel to his community in neighboring Zimbabwe. Even though he earns a relatively decent salary as a schoolteacher in the mining town of Kwekwe, his family can only afford to eat porridge at every meal. This is often the sad reality for the many Zimbabweans who have not fled the country for their own political and economic survival. But over the past several months, living conditions have continued to deteriorate beyond even the substandard quality of life that many in the country are accustomed to. An outbreak of cholera has claimed more than 1,100 lives and, according to the World Health Organization, a total of 24,000 cases have been reported so far. This adds to the despair of millions of Zimbabweans who are already in the midst of a catastrophic economic collapse, chronic food shortage, and a shaky political system. All of these factors have contributed to the failure of municipal systems, like the water and sewer system, forcing residents to drink from contaminated wells and streams, creating an environment in which cholera thrives. The situation is worsened by a health crisis characterized by the closure of major hospitals, a critical lack of drugs and equipment, and nurses and doctors not being able to come to work. Royce is reaching out to LHM-South Africa for prayers and assistance. On past visits to the LHMSouth Africa ministry center, Royce has been able to return home with Gospel materials, some scarce foodstuffs like salt and beans, along with a cash donation. These items have opened the door for him to talk to his neighbors about Christ and even enroll several of them in Bible Correspondence Courses. A Lutheran congregation in Vancouver, Canada, has already donated $2,000 to LHM-South Africa to go towards humanitarian efforts. "They heard about the plight of these people and they wanted to make a difference," says LHM-South Africa director, Christel Scharlach. LHM-South Africa has started sending weekly food parcels to help the suffering and starving in Zimbabwe. The largest parcel yet was sent last weekend and contained food, water purification chemicals, and clothing donated by the congregation in Vancouver. Please join us in praying for Royce Makonye and the people of Zimbabwe during this especially trying time. If you would like to support LHM-South Africa's outreach to the suffering people in Zimbabwe, please visit the LHM online giving page or call 1-800-944-3450, ext. 4275. "I thank everyone for caring," says Christel. "May you be blessed this Christmas, not only in knowing the Savior but also knowing that there will be children, frail, and aged people in Zimbabwe who will live to hear and experience the love of Christ because you chose to make a difference."

Redeemer Lutheran Church & School in the news

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/abc7_salutes&id=6582994
Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 60:1-6

· When Isaiah first preached this Epiphany sermon, Israel was anticipating an exile in Babylonia. Why would this message be comfort and hope? Though the days of exile be as gloom and darkness, the promise return from exile would be the light to lighten that night. God would not depart, abandoning them to the dark; He would remain with them.

· In what ways could you be separated from hope and comfort? Why would this message be light in the midst of that kind of darkness? God has promised, through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Christ that, as He did not forsake the Christ, neither will He forsake those who belong to Him.

Epistle, Ephesians 3:1-12

· For whom has God’s grace in Christ been manifested? For His whole creation—people of every language and nation. 

· How will this grace reach the nations? The Church, through the preaching of the Word, shines the light to the nations.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12

· How was the birth of Jesus a light to the nation of Israel then? God fulfilled His promise once given to David, that a king would sit upon the throne, and rule them in righteousness and justice. They were not without a leader, but ruled by the One who had in fullness the Spirit of the Lord.

· How is the Lord still the Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Israel? Only He, by His trusting in the Father through the darkness of His ministry (opposition, disbelief, suffering, crucifixion, death, and burial), shines as genuine Light and therefore the source of salvation.

